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Insurance Coverage for Autism

» Background
» Advocacy
- Fearlessness
- Facts
- Persistence
» Implementation
» Impact
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Background

got insurance?
not if you haye avtism!
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Shriver LEND Fellowship 2005
Capstone Project

Three Major Areas
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Fearlessness, Facts, and Persistence

“leaders are
visionaries with a
poorly developed
sense of fear and
no concept of the
odds against them”

- Dr. Robert Jarvik
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Facts - MA State Mandated Benefits
Analysis Findings - 2010

» Autism treatments are medically necessary
and have strong evidence to support efficacy.

» Cost impact is modest - a fraction of a
percent on premiums. Approximately $1.84
Per Member Per Month (PMPM)

» Executive Summary:

> Annual medical care cost estimates should be
considered in the context of potential societal
savings outside the medical care system, including
those realized in education, social security
payments and workplace productivity.
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Persistence

July 27, 2010: House passes UNANIMOUSLY
July 29, 2010: Senate passes UNANIMOUSLY

Delivered to the Governor’s Desk, July 29 at 4:42PM

54 hours and 18 minutes before the end of the session!

Copyright © 2018 Autism
Insurance Resource Center - All
Rights Reserved



August 3, 2010 -Fenway Park
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E Then the Work REALLY Started

& §) Office visit

BlueCross -
ity A

Co-Pays 25 OV 35 SP ov
100 ER

Coinsurfinco 100%IN  60%0UT

Emergency room visit Special office

Customer Service 1-800-441-2273 visit
\ BlueChoice On-Call 1-888-724-BLUE © 2006 HowStufiw.

&Blue Direct POS

Copyright © 2018 Autism
Insurance Resource Center
11 - All Rights Reserved




The Autism Insurance Resource Center

=k : .
- UMass Medical School, E.K. Shriver Center
www.massairc.org

» A Resource for Consumers, Providers, Employers,
and Educators on Issues Related to Medical
Insurance for Autism Treatment

> Information and technical assistance by phone/e-mail on
issues related to Insurance Coverage for Autism-Related
Treatments and Services

- Access to documents including Legislation, FAQ’s, Agency
Bulletins, etc.

o Support for Employers and Individuals covered by Self-
Funded (ERISA) Plans

> Webinars on Insurance Laws and Related Topics
> Focus Groups and Trainings
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http://www.disabilityinfo.org/
http://www.disabilityinfo.org/

Impact

“Please know that what you and the legion of others
that have championed this cause with you have
crafted, lobbied for and ultimately passed, is truly an
epic achievement. The treatment now available under
this legislation is an integral reason my son
continues to have the opportunity to live at home,
stay in his community and remain in his school. . . ./
don't know how much more ‘real’ or meaningful it
gets when it comes to the wellbeing of a child and
family in chronic crisis . . ..”
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- The Autism Insurance Resource Center
3 UMass Medical School, E.K. Shriver Center

‘My Child was
diagnosed with autism
yesterday. The clinic
gave me a huge packet
of information. The
resource specialist told

me the first call | should

make was to your
Resource Center to

figure out my coverage.”
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FROM ALL
YOUR FRIENDS!

THANK YOU' FOR HELPING THE

& AUTISM
\ y

INSURANCE
BILL
amy.weinstock@umassmed.edu
/74-455-4056

www.massairc.org
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